
Robbins Burling, 2007, The Talking Ape: how language 
evolved, 233 reading pages., Oxford Univ Press, ISBN-10: 
0199214034, 10 of 17 votes. Nominated by David. 

The following Narwinians will assist David in presenting this 
book: Peter H., Larry, Piers, Brett, Sherry, Pat, Rick, and Walter. 
Estimated reading time = 5 weeks 

April 21 DAVID
Ch. 1: In the Beginning 
Ch. 2: Smiles, Winks, and Words 
Pp: 1 - 47

APRIL 28 PIERS

Ch. 3: Truth and Lies 
Ch. 4: The Mind and Language 
Ch. 5: Signs and Symbols 
Pp: 48 - 104

May 5 LARRY
Ch. 6: Icons Gained and Icons Lost 
Ch. 7: From a Few Sounds to Many Words 
Pp: 105 - 144

May 12 DEBBIE

Ch. 8: Syntax: Wired and Learned 
Ch. 9: Step-by-Step to Grammar 
Pp: 145 – 180 

May 19 BRETT

Ch. 10: Power, Gossip, and SeducWon 
Ch. 11: What has Language done to Us? 
Pp: 181 – 233 
ROUND ROBIN CRITIQUE


